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Advertiſement. 


50 ME may poſſibly think the following Lines wrote 
with too much Severity, but it muſt be ſuch, 1 


apprebend, as bave not read the Pamphlet here re- 


marked on, which has ſo much of a trifling and un- 


charitable Spirit in it, as to make ſuch kind of Treat- 


ment neceſſary. —— This 15 not deſigned to prevent any 


Thing better on the ſame Subject; but as the Author 
| had ſome Things to offer, that his particular Situa- 
tion gave him an Opportunity of being better ac- 
quainted with than ſome others, he hopes the fol. 


Ivwing will not be altogether unaccountable to the 
Publick. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Have run over your ſecond Defence, and 
muſt take the Liberty to tell you, that I 
think it was a great Omiſſion in you not 
to make an Apology for putting the Public 


to ſuch an Expence for ſuch a Trifle, Two Shil- 


lings, Sir, is Money, and you muſt know that 
there has been of late a great Scarcity of Coin ; 


and however eaſy ſome Gentlemen may come by 


it, others are forced to take a great deal of Pains 
to maintain themſelves and their Families, 

That this Defence requires ſuch an Apology, 
would be no difficult Matter to make out. And 


give me leave, Sir, to tell you, you ought not 


to wonder if ſome folks think you acted a ſinpie 
Part, when you ſat down to make up a ws 
Shilling Packet with ſo little in it, and thereby de- 
ceive, not to ſay impoſe upon Mankind. 


— Magno Conatu magnas Nugas. TER. 


Do you think, Sir, that any Man of Senſe and 
Candour can approve of what you ſay with re- 
gard to the Hardſhips the Diſſenters ſuffer for 
their Nonconfortnity ? What! is it nothing to 
be excluded Poſts of Profit, and Places of Honour? 
Is it nothing to have it put out of one's Power, 

Vs in 
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in a great Meaſure, to ſerve one's King and Coun- 
try ? Not that we mean to reflect upon the pre- 
ſent Government, under which we are ſo happy, 
and which I will be bold to ſay none have a 
a greater Value for, none more ready to defend, 
than the Diſſenters. — It is at another Door we 
lay this Hardſhip. — Is it nothing to be pointed, 
to be hooted at as Preſbyterians, Fanaticks, and 
I know not what? Why ſhould you indulge to 
ſo much II- nature as to make a Jeſt of theſe 
Things? Happy indeed for Diſſenters they are 
not in ſome Folks Hands, who, I doubt not, 
would take care they ſhould not want for ſome- 
thing to complain of. — Give me leave, Sir, to 
expreſs my Concern for you, and others of your 
Brethren, that make fo light of the Proſtitution 
of the ſolemn Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
and who make ſuch a Trifle of what is attended 
with ſuch dreadful Conſequences. —You know the 
Diſſenters but little, if you think they are in a 
Combination to deprive the Church of its Reve- 
nues, either in whole or in Part. To be ſure you 
did not give us that long Note of Complaint upon 
this Subject, from any Fear you ſhould be a Suf- 
ferer, who are ſo dead to Preferment, if we may 
take your Word for it, tho? one can't help thinking 

you would be glad to be a little ſaugger, by your 
creeping under a Biſhop's Wing, who it is well 

known has it very much in his Power to oblige 
Gentlemen of your Profeſſion.—Enjoy, and wel- 
come, the Dignities, the Profits of the Church, 
and may you and all your Brethren enjoy that 
Snugneſs you talk of, and be yet ſnugger, ſo you 
and they preach, and live like Chriſtian Divines. 
Tho', let me tell you, that I much queſtion 
whether his Lordſhip will con you Thanks for 
reviving the Affair between him and one of our 
" BE learned 
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learned Divines, as you juſtly ſtile him.—If 1 am 


not much miſtaken, there was ſome Pains taken 
to huſh up that Affair on the Biſhop's Side, and 
for you to revive it may be of ſome Diſſervice 
ro you, and may prevent his Lordſhip's taking, 
ſuch kind and early notice of your ——— Dedi- 
cation as you expected, notwithſtanding you car- 
ry your Complaiſance fo far as to call the Gentle- 
men that attended two of the Rebel Lords C. 


and K. CONFESSORS. Now, do you in your 
_ Conſcience think thoſe Gentlemen deſerved that 


invidious Name, for attending thoſe Lords ? Have 
you never read the Account, one of them publi- 


ſhed, of what paſſed between Lord K. and him? 
And pray does 1t thence appear that that Gentle- 
man any way abetted the Treaſon for which that 


Lord juſtly ſuffered? Or rather did he not take 


a great deal of Pains to convince him of the 


very great Evil of his Conduct in rebelling againſt 
his Sovereign, and which Pains of his were hap— 


pily ſucceſsful? But would not you inſinuate to 
your Readers, that theſe Gentlemen whom you call! 


Confeſlors, approved of the Rebellion, and con- 
ſidered thoſe that died for it as Martyrs ? What 
ſhall we fay, Sir, to ſuch a Repreſentation, or 
rather Miſrepreſentation, as this? Had you been 


called in upon ſuch an Occaſton, ſhould you liked 


to have been thus uſed? Fie upon it, thus to 
impoſe upon your Readers: You would juiliy think 
it very hard for any to ſuggeſt, that theClergyraan, 
who is maintained to aſſiſt condemned Criminais 
to prepare for Death, approves of the Crimes 
they ſuffer for; but the one Suppoſitiop is as good 
as the other: No, we leave it to Pop, reſts, 
and non-juring Clergymen, and ali hkc-muded 


with them, to act the Part of Confeſſors, when 


viſiting ſuch as are condemned to fuffer Death for 
rebelling 


— ——. 2 


them. 
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rebe)$ng againſt our only rightful Sovereign King 


George. As for the Gentlemen of the Kirk 
of Scotland, they are of Age to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and I truſt they are able to make it appear 
that they are not quite ſo bad as you repreſent 


Iam ſurprized to find you ſeem ſo unwilling 


to own that the Parent 1s not permitted to anſwer 
as Godfather for his Child, when the Thing is ſo 


expreſly forbid. Really, Sir, ſuch Wriggling 
don't at all become a fair Diſputant. Whatever 
they may think who are determined at all Ad- 


\ ventures to defend the Church of England, yet 1 
think it muſt have an odd Look with it in the 
Opinion of others, to ſee Sponſors either belie- 

ving and promiſing in the Name of the Child, or 


for the Child. Tis very proper Sponſors ſhould 


believe for themſelves, and promiſe for themſelves, 


provided there was any Likelihood of their ever 
being able to fulfil their Engagements; but how 
can their believing and promiſing in the Name 
of the Child, or for the Child, be reconciled to 


common Senſe? To argue from Temporals to 


Spirituals is a very fallacious Way of Reaſoning, 
that may ſtand good in Law, which is very re- 
pugnant to the Tranſactions between God and his 
Creatures in Concerns of a ſpiritual Nature. We 
read in the Goſpel more than once, particularly 


in the Caſe of the Woman of Canaan, of our 


Lord's healing a Child upon the Parent's belie- 


ving, and acknowledging his Power ſo to do: 


But where do we read of the Parent's believing and 
promiſing for the Child in your Senſe? ?Tis too 
much inconſiſtent with good Senſe for any ever 
to expect to meet with it in the ſacred Scriptures. 


And 
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And let me farther obſerve, that that Affair of 


God fathers and God mothers is ſo prepoſterous, that 


the Members of your Church, for any thing 1 
could ever hear to the contrary, generally diſap- 
prove of it, and own the Diſſenters Way to be 
much better, | 


I hope, Sir, *tis no matter of Reproach to the 


Diſſenters, that they profeſs to take the Bible for 
the Rule of their Faith and Worſhip too: Have 
not you profeſſed the former, notwithſtanding 
your great Inconſiſtency in declaring the Church 


has Authority in Matters of Faith? Suppoſe this 


does refer to Controverſies, pray what Doctrine 


of the Chriſtian Religion is there that has not 
been controverted ? And why ſhould we not, as 


much as may be, conform to Scripture in Matters 
of Diſcipline and Worſhip ? If ſo, to be ſure. 


the Croſs in Baptiſm muſt be diſmiſſed, our Lord 
the great Inſtitutor of that Ordinance not having 
thought proper to appoint it; and kneeling at the 


Sacrament muſt be changed into a ſitting Poſture, 
You allow, Sir, that the Diſciples were, at the 


Time the Sacrament was firſt adminiſtred, in a 


Table-Poſture, tho* that Poſture differed from 
ours. But is not that a very good Reaſon why 
we ſhould celebrate that Ordinance in a Sitting- 


| Poſture? Is it not called a Supper? And has not 


Kneeling a Tendency to harden Papiſts? And 


does it not, think you, furniſh the ſubtle Prieſts 
with an Argument to enſnare and draw away 
weak Pret:ſtants? — Be it ſo, that ſome of the 


Diſſenters have been too ſtrict in their admitting 
Perſons to the Lord's Table, did you never know 
any of another Communion that were as much 
too lax? Nay is not this a general Caſe in a 

Church 


Chriſt's being riſen from the Dead. 


(8) 
Church you are acquainted with ? and was not the 
latter the Cauſe of the former ?——Muſt not every 
one that reads with any Degree of Attention the 
5th Chapter of the iſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
plainly fee that the Power of caſting out the in- 
ceſtuous Perſon Jay in the Church, the Paſtor al- 
ways ſuppoſed pretiding in that Caſe? The Apoſtle 
lets them know that he concurred with them in what 
they did in that Church- cenſure; and as we don't find 
any Salutation to the Biſhop or Biſhops, and Dea- 


cons of that Church, bur that the Epiſtle is directed 
to the Church only, poſſibly the Apoſtle might 
| ſpeak as their Paſtor pro temporè in what he ſays 
in the 3d and 4th Verſes.— With regard to the 
| Choice of Paſtors or Bithops to preſide over 


Churches, you are willing to allow, I find, that 
the People had formerly a much greater Concern 
and Influence than they have with you.— And 


tho' you are pleaſed to be a little witty upon 
the diſſenting Academies at Northampton and 


Taunlon-Dean, yet let me aſſure you, that if a 
Stripling from thoſe Academies don't behave ſuit- 
able to the Character he wears when he enters the 
Miniſtry, he won't preſently find a Congregation 
willing to put themſelves under his Care. 1 
wonder that you ſhould ſay ſo much about 
Kneeling, when you know and acknowledge it 
was the Practice of the primitive Church to ſtand 
on the Lord's Day, and this I think in token of 
Standing 


is far from being ſo indecent a Poſture then as 
ſome ſeem to think it; and as for leaning upon 
Pews, or fitting in Time of Prayer, we don't ap- 
rove of either, when made uſe of for Lazineſs 
jake; but if thro! bodily Weakneſs ſome know 
not how to ſtand out a Prayer, I hope you will 
= : give 
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give them leave either to lean, or ſit down a little 
to reſt themſelves. If you had known what thar 
meaneth, I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice, 
you would not have been fo ready to condemn 

many that are guiltleſs. 


Give me leave, Sir, to let you know, that with 
regard to the Affair of Faſting, you greatly wrong 
us, if you imagine we don't look upon it as an 
incumbent Duty in certain Caſes, In the firſt 
place, we chearfully comply with the Faſts enjoin'd 
by Authority; and then many diſſenting Churches 
obſerve quarterly Faſts; I don't mean faſting 
upon Fiſb neither; and it is an uſual Thing 
with them, not to mention Faſts of a more pri- 
vate Nature, to ſpend Time in Prayer and Faſling 
when the Nation labours under any heavy Cala- 
mity. I knew ſeveral diſſenting Churches that 
agreed to ſet apart a Day for Faſting and Prayer 
once in three Weeks during the Progreſs of the 
Rebellion: I hope the Minilters of theſe Churches 
deſerve a better Thought than thoſe. you are 
| pleaſed to call Confeſſors ; or, if you pleaſe, you 
may may call theſe ſo too. This gives me occa- 
ſion to obſerve, that the Diſſenters have this Ad- 
vantage above ſome of their Netghbours, that 
upon any preſſing Occaſion, they can atſemble to- 
ether to ſpend Time in this Manner : Whereas 
thoſe of the Eftabiiſhment muſt wait for Orders, 
and can do nothing but Permiſſu Superiorum, which 
occaſions ſometimes an unſeaſonable Delay, as in 
the Caſe of that Diſtemper among the Caitle,— 
But, to reiurn, it ſeems, Sir, you was turned 
but to one Author ambng the Diſſenters, who pro- 
feſſedly treats of this Duty of Faſting, which you 
by no means think ſufficient z but as I remember 
B . you 
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you thought it ſufficient to ſay, that you knew a 
Member of the Church of England, that received 
the Sacrament ſtanding : This one Inſtance ſatiſ- 
fied you, and you ſeemed to think it ought to have 
ſatisfied others, tho? there is little Reaſon to think 
it ſhould, if this Perſon upon Enquiry ſhould be 


found to have a wooden Leg, as I have good Rea- 


ſon to think was the Caſe, —To pals on. 


What you ſay on the Head of Confirmation, 
is very far from giving Satisfaction. I think, 


Sir, you don't go about to prove, that the Scrip- 


ture warrants ſuch a Practice, and I muſt own 
that I can't but look upon it as a very dangerous 

Practice. The Parties confirmed will, 1 fear, 
naturally be led from what the Biſhop pronoun- 


ces concerning them, to think much better of 


their State than far the greater Part ſhould. 


We muſt firſt ſuppoſe our Nation bleſſed with a 


pious Clergy before we can entertain ſo good an 
Opinion as we would of thoſe who go for Con- 
firmation : And tho' we by no means think there 
are none of the Clergy of that Character, we 


can't fo far flatter as to think this is the Caſe in 
general. 


There is an important Article you are pleaſed 
to inſiſt upon, which I would not chooſe to 


* omit by any means, and that is, the long Cloak 


the diſſenting Miniſters wear, and which, it ſeems, 
tho? of a different Colour, anſwers to the Surplice 


worn by the Clergy. This is much ſuch a happy 


Thought as that other where you ſet the Practice of 
naming the Child in Baptiſm over againſt the Croſs. 
—] know of very few that wear a Cloak, unleſs 
it be in Winter to keep them warm; and if that 

= be 
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be the Deſign of the Surplice, let them þus 
themſelves in it with all my Heart, and wel- 
come, — }But we apprehend there is ſome- 
thing more in it than fo, otherwiſe why pray in a 
Garment of one Colour, and preach in a Garment 
of another. I wonder, Sir, you ſhould really 
trifle thus; but I remember there are more Soris 


of Cloaks than one. 


It is a little hard you may ſay perhaps, but I 
Fancy you won't find many that will believe you, 
when you expreſs ſuch a Willingneſs in yourſelf 
and your Brethren to part with the Ceremonies 
of which the Church you belong to has been ſ% 
tender, and with any one of which ſhe has hither- 
to appeared /o unwilling to part, Beſides, who 
pray has given you Authority to aſſure us of this? 


Did the Convocation take the Affair into Conſide- 


ration, and commiſſion you to aſſert thus much? 
Mr. W. would be thought ſomebody : Tis Time 
enough yet, Sir, to begin to talk in the Strain 
of a Biſhop. A would-be Lord Biſhop mult 
abate a little of that Confidence that a Biſhop 
elect may be allowed to talk with, Nay, you 
have ſaid more than would have become any 
ſingle Biſhop. — Remember the Advice of the 
Oracle.—Know, Sir, we lay no Streſs on your 
Aſſurances, unleſs you acquaint us with your Au- 
thority. = 


When ſpeaking and leſſening of the Sufferings 
the Nonconformiſts have undergone in Times paſt, 
you, as I remember, quite forget how many emi- 
nently pious Men, as well as good Scholars, were 
turned out of their Livings in K. Charles IId's 
Reign, for not declaring their Aſſent and Conſent 

#3 to 


to what they had never ſeen; as likewiſe what 
they ſuffered from the ſame Quarter part of K. 
James the IId's Reign. This leads me to join 
you in your Deteſtation of Popery. We own, Sir, 
the Church of England has nobly defended the 

Proteſtant Cauſe in perilous Times, for which ſne 
has our Thanks, The Diſſenters have hkewiſe 

done the ſame, and would have done more when 
Popery was coming in like a Flood, had they not 
been plundered of their Liberties, or denied the 
Liberty of the Preſs; but much rather would I 
have thrown a Vail over that Part of the Hiſtory 


of the Church, had you not obliged me to ſay 
ſomething. 


An Union of Proteſtants is very defirable, 


and the more ſo as it would ſtrengthen our Hands 


againſt our common Enemy Popery ; but as that 


is rather to be wiſhed than expected, let us in 


our ſeparate States and Capacities turn our Force 
againſt Rome, by preaching on proper Subjects, 
by catechiſing Youth, by leading exemplary Lives, 
and by promoityg a Spirit of Love and Unity a- 
mong Proteſtants of every Name, and we ſha'nt 
have much 10 fear from that Enemy, 


T had like to have forgot to thank you for the 
good Opinion you entertain of the Diſſenters, in 
ſuppoſing that many of them practice Family- 
Prayer: They do fo, Sir, and ſome I have known 
perform it ſtanding, more knecling. And 
well for England if this Duty of Family-Prayer 
was more practiſed, which ever way. May 


both you and we have more of it than? tis to be 
frar'd we have. 


As 
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As to the Burial-office, there was a pious Cler- 
gy-man, not long ſince deceaſed, in a County 
with which I am well acquainted, that could not 
fatisfy himſelf with reading ſome Part of it over 
ſome Perſons z and I have heard another of a very 
worthy Character ſay, he ſometimes has thought 
proper to leave out ſome Words too: And I 
would fain entertain ſo good an Opinion of you, 
as to think (tho* for ſome Reaſons beſt known 
to yourſelf you don't care to hearken to the In- 
vitation given you to turn your Back upon the 
Dignities and Preferments of the Church, and 
come amongſt the deſpiſed Diſſenters yet) that 
you would be glad to have your Conſcience 
eaſed a little in this, if not in any other Particu- 
lar. If nothing elſe, this alone I think would 
prevent my taking Orders in the eſtabliſhed 
Church, how much ſoever I was otherwiſe diſpo- 
+ ſed ſo to do, And if I choſe to fit down in 

the Character of a Layman, I ſhould think it 

my Duty to diſſent from a Communion that acts 
ſo contrary to Chriſtian Liberty, that is no more 
averſe to a luperſtitious and Ig Spirit. 


And we too, you tell us, have our Ceremonies, 
witneſs our pulling off our Hat when we go into 
the Place of Worſhip ; ſo this, it ſeems, is to ſtand 
Inſtead of bowing at the Name of Jeſus, and to- 
wards the Altar, How / mple you looked when 
you ſat writing this, I don't know, but I think 


A has a very ſimple Look, as it e in your 
two Shilling Defence. 


Not to inſiſt upon your curious, not to ſay 
cat bolicł Diikinction between an old withered 


Harlot, 
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Harlot, and a young Strumpet (which has not the 
moſt favourable Aſpect upon the Reformation) 
1 come now to aſk you a very important Que- 


ſtion, and that is, Whether or no you really 
think Epiſcopai Ordination zeceſſary to the Validi- 
ty of a Chriſtian Miniſtry ? I aſſure you I by no 
means call in queſtion the Validity of your Ordi- 
nations, and am glad to find the Point is fo 
well managed by a Roman and a Proteſtant Pen. 


But, Sir, what think you, and what do you ap- 


prehend the Church of Zugland thinks of our 
Ordinations? I ſhould be glad to be ſatisfied 
on this Head, as tis an Affair of great Importance; 
for, whatever you may think, the foreign Pro- 


liſtant Churches, and the Diſſenting Churches, ſtand 


and fall together. If, Sir, Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation be neceſſary, you ought to have ſaid ſo, 
and not gone about to diſtinguiſh between heir 


Caſe and ours. If it be neceſſary, you ſhould in 


Faithfulneſs have declared, that the foreign Pro- 
leſtants ought to be at the Trouble and Expence 


of coming over for it, ſeeing ſo much de- 
pended on it, or to ſend for Enghſh Bi- 


ſhops, who, it ſeems, would be glad of the 


Journey or Voyage upon that Occaſion : Tho), 


to tell you the Truth, I hope better Things of 


the greater Part of their Lordſhips, than to think 


they are of this Opinion, that Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion is neceſſary to the Validity of a Miniſtry ; for 
I am apt to think, two or three of the preſent 


Bench of Biſhops, not to mention others in Times 


paſt, were baptized among the Diſſenters, and I 
never remember to have heard they were re-bap- 
tiſed. ---- Beſides, what a Blemiſh would this be 
in the Royal Martyr, who was baptiſed by a 
Scotch Preſbyterian Miniſter, I could tell a little 
Story upon this Occaſion, but that I want to 

come 
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come to a Cloſe,  — If you ſay, Sir, that E- 
piſcopal Ordination 1s not neceſſary, our People 
may then be very eaſy, not that I think they will 
be the 4% ſo for what you have ſaid. 


I look, Sir, upon what you ſay of your having 
delayed this ſecond Defence, becauſe you under- 
ſtood there were ſome Steps taking, or ſomething 
like that, to bring about a Reconciliation between 
the Church of England and the Diſſenters, to be 
a mere Farce; you muſt know better; you muſt 
know it was nothing more than a little Chit- chat 
between a diſſenting Miniſter, and two or three 
of the Biſhops, who all expreſſed their Chriſtian- 
like Wiſhes, that ſuch a Thing might be accom- 
pliſned. But do you think that one or two diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters only would be employed in ſuch 
an Affair, an Affair of ſo great Importance? 
What, a Gentleman that writes himſelf B. D. 
know no better? „ = 


Let me aſſure you, Sir, that had any ſuch De- 
ſign been ſet on Foot, 1 ſhould not have expected 
it would have been much forwarded by Gentle- 
men of your Spirit: And I greatly wonder how 
you could once have ſo good an Opinion of this 
ſecond Defence, as to think it any ways calculated 
to promote ſuch a Deſign. Do you think then, 
Sir, we are to be ſcolded or jeered into Confor- 
mity? I can't help thinking, from the Spirit 
you ſhew, that you are ſomething a-kin to that 
Biſhop in King Charles the IId's Reign, who when 
a Nobleman with Concern ſaid, that he feared 
the Door was too narrow for the Diſſenters to en- 
ter the Church, haſtily replyed, I am afraid 
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pity however, but your Writing had lels of the 
Church. man, and more of the Chriſtian ; tis to be 
hoped, when you think fit to give us another 
1700 Shilling Defence, you will . us a few more 


el of: Canin, . 39g and 7 11 for e our — 


I Sill when, i ng. 


2 . 


Nev. EY 
7 our 1 ncere vil alte, | 
Net to fo humble Servant. 


£ 2 
9 3 + x * 


POSTSCRIPT. 


WIrn regard, Sir, to the Cambridge Affair, 


it is acknowledged a malicious Proſecution 


was ſet on foot, and, as is well known to many, 


the Gentleman you refer to, was honourably ac- 
quitted, which I can ſcarce help thinking muſt be 


likewiſe known to you. ----- A good Cauſe, Sir, 


ſtands in no need of ſuch little Tricks and unfair 
Repreſentations, and a bad one is but the worſe 
for them; but notwithſtanding ſuch unfair Treat - 
ment, and your uncharitable Application of Scrip- 
ture, don't think you are got beyond our Charity. 
We ſincerely deſire to forgive you, and if you 
can eaſily forgive yourſelf, we Kae pity you. 


